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THE  following  Difcourfe,  not  being  originally 
defigned  for  the  prefs,  was,  in  part,  delivered  without 
being  written.  The  Author  therefore  hopes  that  this 
will  be  a  fufficient  apology  to  the  candid  reader,  for 
the  neceflary  variations  from  the  original. 

It  is  now  mod  affectionately  infcribed  to  the  mourn- 
ers, at  whofe  requeft  it  is  made  public,  as  a  teftimonjr 
of  refpect  to  the  worthy  perfon  deceafed,  and  to  her 
bereaved  hufoand  and  friends,  by 

The  AUTHOR. 


jfuneral  Ditouitc, 


Hebrews  II.   14,  15. 


Forasmuch  then,  as  the  children  are  partakers 
sfflejh  and  blood,  he  alfo  him/elf  likewije  took  part 
cf  the  fame ;  that,  through  death,  he  might  deftrey 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil ; 

And  deliver  them,  who,  through  fear  of  death, 
were  all  their  lifetime  Jubjetl  to  bondage. 

XN  the  preceding  chapter  the  Apoftle  had 
been  fpeaking  of  the  divine  nature  of  Chrift. 
And  hence,  he  argues,  in  the  former  part  of  this 
chapter,  that  we  ought  to  obey  Chrift,  as  the 
Son  of  God,  who  has  equal  authority  with  the 
Father,  he  being  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory, 
and  the  e^prefs  image  of  his  perlon.  He  fpeaks 
alfo  of  his  great  condefcenfion,  in  being  made  a 
little  lower  than  the  angels,  for  the  fuffering  of 
death,  that  he,  by  the  grace  of  God,  mould  tafte 
death  for  every  man.  "  For,  it  became  him,  for 
whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto 
glory,  to  make  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  per- 
fect through  fufferings."  And  indeed  the  law 
of  God  requires  this,  while  it  takes  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  fubftitute  for  finncrs,  to  aniwer  all  its  de- 
mands, in  favor  of  thofe  who  believe  in  Jefus, 
fo  that  God  might  be juft  and  the  juftifier  of 
them  that  believe  in  Jefus.  But  then,  as  Chrift 
is  eflfentiaily  God,  or  one  with  the  Father,  in  his 
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divine  and  original  nature,  he  could  not  fufFer  as 
the  fubftitute  for  Tinners,  without  taking  upon 
him  the  human  nature,  in  its  original  purity. 
For  the  divine  nature  cannot  fufFer  nor  die. 
Nor  could  Chrift  take  fmful  men  into  the  near 
relation  of  brethren  to  himfelf,  nor  make  them 
the  children  of  his  kingdom,  without  taking  that 
human  nature  upon  himfelf,  in  which  man  was 
originally  created,  and  obeying,  fufF^ring  and 
dying,  in  that  nature,  as  the  facrifice  and  atone- 
ment for  our  fins. 

And  hence  the  Apoflle,  in  our  text,  feys, 
"  Forafmuch  then,  as  the  children  are  partakers 
of  flefh  and  blood,  he  aifo  himfelf  took  part  of 
the  lame  ;  that,  through  death,  he  might  deftroy 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the 
devil  ;  and  deliver  them,  who,  through  fear  of 
death,  were  all  their  lifetime  fubjecl:  to  bondage," 
— Thefe  words  lead  us  to  confider, 

I.  The  ends  for  which  Chrift  took  on  him 
flefh  and  blood. 

II.  How  Chrift,  through  death,  deftroys  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.— 
And, 

III.  From  what  Chrift  delivers  thofe,  who, 
through  fear  of  death,  were  all  their  lifetime 
fubjecl:  to  bondage. 

I.  We  are  to  confider  the  ends,  for  which 
Chrift  took  on  him  flefh  and  blood.  The 
Apoftle  lays,  "Forafmuch  then,  as  the  children 
are  partakers  of  flefh  and  blood,  he  alfo  himfelf 
took  part  of  the  fame."  In  this  there  is  plainly 
implied,  that  one  end,  for  which  Chrift  took  on 
him  flefh  and  blood,  was,  that  he  might  be   in  a 

capacity 
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Capacity  to  work  out  falvation  for  finful  men, 
■who  were  deftined  or  predeftinated  to  be  the 
children  of  God,  or  the  children  of  Chrift:.  This 
is  intimated,  in  a  preceding  verfe,  where  Chrift  is 
reprefented  as  faying,  "Behold  I,  and  the  chil- 
dren which  God  hath  given  me."  It  was  for 
the  recovery  of  thefe  from  fin  to  falvation,  that 
Chrift  took  on  him  flefh  and  blood.  Ifa.  viii. 
18.     John  xvii.  6,  9,  11,  19. 

All  mankind  have  broken  the  divine  law,  and 
brought  themfelves  under  the  curfe.  They  are 
all,  therefore,  expofed  to  temporal  and  eternal 
death.  The  fentence  is  denounced  againft  every 
human  creature,  "Duft  thou  art  and  unto  duft 
fhalt  thou  return."  And,  "The  foul  that  finneth, 
it  mail  die."  This  is  the  language  of  the  law. 
And  there  is  no  poffible  way  for  this  fentence  to 
be  taken  off,  or  mitigated,  unlefs  God  himfelf 
fhould  pay  the  price  which  God  himfelf  demand- 
ed, or  in  other  words,  unlefs  God  the  Son  fhould 
pay  the  price  of  redemption,  which  God  the 
Father  demanded.  For  divine  mercy  could  not 
be  exercifed,  inconfiftent  with  divine  juftice. 
And  nothing  would  vindicate  the  honor  of  God, 
and  maintain  the  rectitude  of  his  government,  in 
faving  finners,  in  the  view  of  angels  and  men, 
unlefs  the  price  of  our  redemption  was  paid  by 
a  divine  perfon,  in  the  fame  kind  of  which  we 
ourfclves  are  compofed. 

It  was  neceffary  that  the  facrifice  mould  be 
human  and  without  fin,  becaufe  the  fin  to  be  for- 
given was  committed  by  human  creatures.  But 
there  was  not  found  any  creature,  in  heaven  or 
earth,  who  was  worthy  to  offer  the  facrifice  of 
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atonement  to  God.  As  there  was  not  found  any 
man,  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth,  nor  under  the  earthy 
who  was  worthy  to  open  the  book  of  God's  de- 
crees, fo  there  was  not  found  any  creature  worthy 
to  offer  the  facrifice  of  atonement  to  God  for  our 
fins.  No  mere  creature,  however  holy,  can  do 
any  more  than  obey  God  for  himfelf.  He  can- 
not give  to  God  a  ranfom  for  his  own  foul,  nor 
for  the  foul  of  another.  <f  Naneofihem  can,  by 
any  means,  redeem  his  brother,  nor  give  to  God 
a  ranfom  for  him  ;  for  the  redemption  of  the 
foul  is  precious,  and  it  ceafeth  forever,"  notwith- 
standing all  that  angels  or  men  could  do* 
Though  thoufands  of  rams,  and  ten  thoufands 
of  rivers  of  oil  fhould  be  offered  ;  and  though 
one  fhould  give  his  fir  ft  born  for  his  tranfgreffion, 
the  fruit  of  his  body  for  the  fin  of  his  fou),  (as 
the  heathen  did)  it  would  avail  nothing  only  to 
fink  him  deeper  into  hell. 

Now  we  are  to  conlider,  that  Chrift,  the  eter-. 
nal  Son  of  God,  who  was  in  the  beginning  with 
God,  and  who  "was  God"  knew  all  this.  He 
knew,  that  if  nothing  were  done,  more  than  all 
created  beings  would  do,  or  could  do,  every 
human  creature  muft  fink  to  endlefs  perdition. 
And,  therefore,  in  correfpondence  with  the  will 
of  the  Father,  he  purpofed  from  eternity  to  come 
into  the  world,  and  to  take  on  him  flefh  and 
blood,  that  he  might  be  in  a  capacity  to  teach, 
warn  and  inftruct  mankind  in  a  familiar  manner  j 
and  that  he  might  fuffer  and  die  the  juft  for  the 
unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God.  For 
his  divine  nature  could  not  fuffer  nor  die* 
"  God  fo  loved  the  world,   that  he  gave  his  only 
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begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life." 
And  Chrift  fo  loved  the  Father,  and  his  delights 
were  fo  with  the  Tons  of  men,  whom  God  had 
promifed  him  as  his  feed  or  children,  that  he 
freely  came  and  took  on  him  flefh  and  blood,  or 
the  body,  which  God  had  prepared  him,  in 
which  he  might  die  for  the  fins  of  the  people. 
For,  fays  the  Apoftle,  ct  Ye  know  that  he  was 
manifefted,  to  take  away  our  fins,  and  in  him 
was  no  fin."     i  John  iii.  5.  . 

Another  end,  for  which  Chrift  took  on  him 
flefh  and  blood,  and  died  in  that  body  which 
God  prepared  him,  was  to  deftroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is,  Hhe  devil.  It  was 
accordingly  promifed  when  Chrift  was  firit  fpok- 
enof  as  the  leed  of  the  woman,  that  he  fhould 
bruife  the  ferpent's  head,  or  deftroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death.  The  Apoftle  alfo  fays,  "  For 
this  purpofe,  the  Son  of  God  wasmanifefted,  that 
he  might  deftroy  the  works  cf  the  devil." 
1  John  iii.  8. 

Another  end,  for  which  Chrift  took  on  him 
flefh  and  blood,  was,  to  deliver  thofe,  who, 
through  fear  of  deaih,  were  all  their  lifetime  fub- 
jefr,  to  bondage. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  ends,  for  which  Chrift 
took  on  him  flefh  and  blood,  or  a  body  capable 
of  dying,  that  he  might  be  in  a  capacity  to  work 
out  falvation  for  finful  men,  confiftent  with  the 
juflice  of  God  and  the  honor  of  his  holy  law  ; 
that  he  might  alfo  deftroy  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death  j  and  that  he  might  deliver  thofe, 
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Who,  through  fear  of  death,  were  all  their  life* 
time  fubject  to  bondage. 

II.  We  will  now  proceed,  fecondly,  to  con- 
fider  how  Chrift,  through  deaths  deftroys  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil. 

We  are  here  to  notice,  that  the  devil  has  not 
the  power  of  death,  in  an  abfolute  and  indepen- 
dent fenfe  \  but  only  as  a  fecondary  agent,  or 
as  an  inftrument,  by  whom  God  inflicts  death 
upon  the  {inner.  For,  God  claims  it  as  his  own 
prerogative  to  kill  and  to  make  alive.  "  See 
now  that  I,  even  I,  am  he,  (faith  the  Lord)  and 
there  is  rio  God  with  me  :  I  kill,  and  I  make 
alive  ;  I  wound,  and  I  heal :  neither  is  there  any 
that  can  deliver  cut  of  my  hand."     DeuL  xxxii. 

But  the  devil  is  faid  to  have  the  power  of 
death,  becaufe  he  tempts  men  to  fin,  which  pro- 
cures death  to  their  fouls  and  bodies;  and  it  is 
he  likewife,  who  is  the  instrumental  caufe  of  the 
deathiflh.  feelings,  which  good  people  endure, 
while  they  are  forely  prefTed  with  his  fuggeftions 
and  temptations.  For,  the  people  of  God  tc  are 
not  ignorant  of  his  devices.'*     i  Cor.  ii.  u. 

As  a  man,  who  has  an  enemy  always  worrying 
him,  knows  more  about  that  enemy  than  the 
enemy's  own  friends  do,  fo  good  people  often 
know  more  about  the  evil  one,  than  the  fervants 
of  fin  do.  Becaufe  good  people  abhor  and 
withftand  the  Temptations  of  fatan,  but  the  wick- 
ed are  led  captive  by  him  at  his  will,  i  Tim. 
ii.  16.  It  may  be  thought  ftrange,  that  good 
people  know  more  about  the  power  and  devices 
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of  fatan,  than  the  wicked  do  ;  but  the  wicked 
are  fo  completely  at  the  will  of  fatan,  that  they 
cannot  diftinguifti  between  the  motions  of  their 
own  hearts  and  the  fuggeftions  of  fatan.  There 
is  no  oppofition  between  them,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  perceptible  diftinction.  And  hence 
forne  wicked  men,  who  have  been  long  blinded 
and  hardened  in  fin,  are  ready  to  fay,  there  is  no 
devil.  But  let  them  repent  of  their  fins,  and 
leave  the  fervice  of  fatan,  and  they  will  foon  be 
convinced  of  his  exiftence  by  the  oppolition 
which  he  would  make  againft  them. 

The  man  who  flcars  with  the  tide,  does  not 
fo  readily  perceive  its  force ;  but,  if  he  ftruggles 
againft  it,  he  will  prefently  feel  its  power.  Or 
if  a  man  combats  an  enemy,  he  will  know  the 
power  of  fuch  an  enemy.  And  fuch  is  the  cafe 
with  the  people  of  God,  whole  hearts  abhor  the 
fuggeftions  of  fatan.  They  know  that  they  have 
fuch  an  enemy. 

But  Chrift,  through  death,  is  deftroying  this 
enemy,  and  will  finally  complete  his  deftruction. 
"  The  God  of  peace  lhall  bruiie  iatan  under 
your  feet  fhortly."     Rom.  xvi.  20. 

1.  Chrift,  through  death,  is  deftroying  the 
devil  or  fatan,  by  breaking  in  upon  that  univer- 
fal  influence,  which  he  expected  to  have  over 
mankind,  by  the  advantage  which  he  gained 
againft  our  firft  parents  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 

No  doubt  the  devil  expected  ru  effect  the  utter 
deftruclion  of  all  mankind,  by  tempting  our. firft 
parents  to  fin  j  but  in  this  he  was  utterly  difap- 
pointed  by  the  mediation  and  death  of  Chrift, 
who  was  appointed  to  atone  for  fin,  and  to  bring 

in 
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in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  that  whofoever 
believeth  in  him  fhould  notperifli  but  have ever- 
lafting life.  Thus  fatan  fell,  as  lightning  faileth 
from  heaven,  as  our  Saviour  faid  he  faw,  juft  be- 
fore his  death. 

The  great  object  of  fatan,  to  ruin  the  whole 
human  race,  was  defeated  by  the  death  of  Chrift; 
and  thofe  who  were  led  captive  by  fatan  are  led 
captive  by  Chrift,  who  redeemed  them  from 
under  the  curfe  of  the  divine  law,  and  from  all 
iniquity,  that  they  might  be  a  peculiar  people  to 
himfelf,  zealous  of  good  works.  Not  that  all  the 
human  race  are  faved  ;  but  all  thofe  whom  the 
Father  gave  to  the  Son,  who  believe  in  his 
name,  and  whom  fatan  moft  of  all  attempted  to 
deftroy,  are  faved.  For  he  has  always  been  more 
engaged  to  deftroy  thofe,  whom  God  is  deter- 
mined to  fave.  He  tempted  Chrift  himfelf  forty 
days  and  forty  nights  in  fucceffion,  with  a  view 
to  deftroy  him  and  all  the  elect  in  him  at  once. 
He  tempted  and  perlecuted  Job  above  all  other 
men,  becaufe  he  was  more  holy  than  any  other 
man  of  that  day.  He  alfo  tempted  David,  in 
order  to  find  an  occafion  againft  him  to  blaf- 
pheme  the  holy  religion  which  he  profeffed,  and 
for  the  practice  of  which  he  was  fo  eminent,  be- 
ing a  king  and  a  prophet.  He  alfo  tempted 
Peter,  and  defired  to  have  him  to  fife  him  as 
wheat,  becaufe  Peter  was  likely  to  be  the  moft 
forward  oppofer  of  his  kingdom.  And  St,  Paul 
fays,  "  We  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices." 
He  had  a  meffenger  of  fatan  fent  to  buffet  him. 
And  he  faid  to  the  Ephefian  believers,  "  Put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  God3  that  ye  may  be   able 

to 
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to  ftand  againft  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  we 
wreftle  not  againft  flefh  and  blood,  but  againft 
principalities,  againft  powers,  againft  the  rulers 
of  the  darknefs  of  this  world,  againft  fpirituai 
wickednefs  in  high  places."     Eph.  vi.  ii,  12. 

But  Chrift  has  defeated  or  will  defeat  him  in 
all  thefe  temptations,  and  make  a  way  for  the 
efcape  of  his  people.  And  thus  Chrift,  through 
death,  has  deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,  fo  far  as  refpects  his  own  people,  who  were 
chofen  of  God  in  Chrift,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Eph.  i.  4.  Whatever  fatan  has 
done  againft  Chrift  or  againft  his  people,  has 
always  been  overruled  for  their  good ;  and  fo 
the  object  of  fatan  has  beer,  utterly  deftroyed. 
And  all  this  is  done  through  the  death  of  Chrift, 
which  fatan  himfeif  procured.  For  if  Chrift  had 
not  died,  no  man  would  have  been  redeemed 
from  fin  and  fatan. 

2.  Chrift,  through  death,  will  utterly  deftroy 
fatan  and  his  kingdom  from  the  earth,  when  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  cover 
the  whole  earth,  as  the  waters  do  the  feas. 
Then  fhall  the  angel  of  the  Lord  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  lay  hold  on  the  dragon,  that 
old  ferpent,  which  is  the  devil,  and  fatan,  and 
bind  him  a  thoufand  years,  and  caft  him  into 
the  bottomlefs  pit,  and  fhut  him  up,  and  fet  a 
feal  upon  him,  that  he  fhould  deceive  the  nations 
no  more,  till  the  thoufand  years  fhall  be  fulfilled. 
And  though,  after  that,  he  fhall  be  loofed,  a  lit- 
tle fpace,  yet  when  the  myftery  of  God  in  re- 
demption fhall  be  fulfilled,  he  fhall  be  caft  into 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone,  where  the  beaft 

and 
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and  falfe  prophet  (i.  e.  where  all  infidels  and 
hypocrites)  are,  and  fhall  be  tormented  forever 
and  ever.  Rev.  xx.  i —  ic.  Thus  Chrift  will 
utterly  deftroy  hi  en  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is,  the  devil. 

But  Tome  will  fay,  if  fatan  fhould  obtain  half 
or  any  confiderable  part  of  mankind,  he  will  have 
caufe  of  glorying  over  Chrift  after  all,  I  do  not 
believe,  however,  that  fatan  will  obtain  half  nor 
a  very  great  part  of  mankind  at  laft.  For, 
though  there  were  many  called,  and  but  a  few 
chofen  in  the  time  of  Chrift;  and  [here  may  be 
but  a  few  faved  now  ;  yet,  in  the  thoufand  years 
offatan's  confinement,  there  will,  doubtlefs,  be 
fuch  a  vaft  increafe  of  inhabitants  on  the  earth, 
who  will  be  all  taught  of  God,  that  there  will  be, 
finally,  but  a  few  loft  in  comparison  of  the  many 
that  ftull  be  faved,  St.  John  fays,  "  1  beheld, 
and,  lo,  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man  could 
number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people, 
and  tongues,  ftood  before  the  throne  and  before 
the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes  and  palms 
in  their  hands."  Rev.  vii.  9.  But  fuppofing 
that  fatan  fhould  obtain  the  greater  part  of  man- 
kind, what  glory  could  it  be  to  him,  when  his 
kingdom^  which  confifts  in  deception,  isdeftroy- 
ed,  and  he  himfelf  is  the  molt  miferabie  and 
degraded  being  in  all  the  regions  of  darknefs ! 
Could  it  be  any  glory  to  a  man  to  effecT:  the  de- 
ftruction  of  all  his  neighbors,  if  in  doing  this  he 
fhould  make  himfelf  tenfold  more  miferabie  than 
all  the  reft  ? 

III.   We  will  now  proceed,  thirdly,  to  confid- 
er  from  what  Chrift  delivers  thofe,  who,  through, 
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fear  of  death,  were  all  their  lifetime  fubject:  to 
bondage.  Thofe,  who  are  here  fpoken  of,  as 
afraid  of  death,  are  fuch  as  have  feen  the  demerit 
of  fin,  and  have  been  made  acquainted  wirh  the 
plague  of  their  own  hearts,  in  confequence  of 
which,  they  are  almoin  diffracted  with  the 
thoughts  of  their  own  vilenefs.  While  wicked 
men  have,  fometimes,  no  bonds  in  their  death, 
and  are  not  in  trouble  for  their  fins,  as  other 
men  are,  neither  are  they  plagued  like  other 
men.  The  dear  children  of  God  are  often 
greatly  troubled  for  their  fins,  and  plagued  w'nh 
the  temptations  of  fatan.  Thus  the  godly 
Pfalmift  lays,  c*  Lord,  why  Caflxft  thou  off  my 
foul,  why  hided  thou  thy  face  from  me  ?  I  am 
afflicted  and  ready  to  die  from  my  youth  up; 
while  I  fuffer  thy  terrors  I  am  diflra&ed." 
Pfaim  lxxxviii.  14,  15.  And  this  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  the  children  of  God,  by  adop- 
tion>  are  in  fuch  trouble.  For  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf,  when  he  was  about  to  die  for  our  fins, 
faid,  "My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfak- 
cn  me?" 

The  children  of  God  have  fuch  a  fenfe  of  the 
worth  of  God's  gracious  prefence,  that  they  can- 
not be  compofed  only  when  they  enjoy  the  light 
of  his  countenance;  whereas,  the  wicked  are 
not  content  to  think  upon  God  at  all.  God  is 
not  in  all  their  thoughts.  They  fay  unto  God, 
Depart  from  us,  for  we  defire  not  th^  knowledge 
of  thy  ways.  For  they  have  not  been  experi- 
mentally acquainted  with  the  light  of  God's  re- 
conciling countenance,  and  therefore  do  not 
know  its  value.     A  man,  who  has  never  tailed 

a  particular 
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a  particular  delicious  fruit,  does  not  know  its 
value,  nor  long  for  it,  as  thofe  do  who  have  once 
tafted,  and  are  at  any  time  deprived  of  the  en- 
joyment. But  the  children  of  God  defire  his 
prefence  more  than  all  things  elfe.  They  fay, 
6CLord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
upon  us  i"  and  then,  "  Thou  haft  put  gladnefs 
in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time  that  their 
corn  and  their  wine  increafed."     Pfalm  iv.  6,7. 

1.  Now  we  are  to  notice,  that  Chrift  delivers 
fuch  from  all  their  fins  and  guilt,  through  his 
own  death,  or  by  his  blood,  which  was  fhed  for 
the  remiffion  of  fins.  For  the  Apoftle  fays,  "  If 
we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we 
have  fellowfhip  one  with  another,  and  the  blood 
of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin." 
And,  ff  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faithful  and 
juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  us  from 
all  unrighteoufnefs."  1  John  i.  7,  9.  And 
Chrift  was  named  Jefus,  becaufe  he  faveth  his 
people  from  their  fins. 

1.  Chrift  delivers  his  people,  from  the  tempta- 
tions of  fatan.  Good  people  are  eminently  ex- 
pofed  to  the  temptations  of  the  wicked  one,  and 
efpecially  when  they  are  weakened  by  ficknefs; 
becaufe  he  harbors  the  moft  inveterate  malice 
againft  them,  on  account  of  their  faith  in  Chrift, 
who  came  to  deftroy  him  and  his  influence  over 
the  children  of  men.  "The  dragon  was  wroth 
with  the  woman,  and  went  to  make  war  with  the 
remnant  of  her  feed,  which  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God,  and  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus 
Chrift."  Rev.  xii.  17.  But  God  will  fupporc 
them,  fo  that  they  fhall  not  confent  to  his  fug- 
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geftions,  nor  be  overcome  by  his  temptations,, 
And  Chrift,  who  is  the  Captain  of  their  ialva- 
tion,  will  deliver  them  out  of  all  temptation, 
{o  that  they  {hall  not  utterly  defpair  of  mercy, 
in  the  hour  of  temptation,  nor  fall  under  the 
power  of  darknefs.  For  "  God  is  faithful,'* 
fays  the  Apoftle,  "  who  will  not  fuffer  you  to  be 
tempted,  above  that  ye  are  able ,  but  will  with  the 
temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape,  that  ye 
may  be  able  to  bear  it.'*  i  Cor.  x*  13.  And, 
(C  The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly 
out  of  temptations."  2  Peter  ii.  9.  And  though, 
(if  need  be)  the  faints  are  in  heavinefs,  through 
manifold  temptations,  yet  they  fhall  have  fome 
feafons  of  comfort  and  hope,  while  they  are  in 
their  warfare  againft  principalities  and  powers, 
and  againft  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this 
world,  For  they  have  the  armour  of  God  on 
the  right  hand  and  on  the  left*  And  God  is 
able  to  keep  them  by  his  mighty  power,  through 
faith,  unto  eternal  falvation.  And  he  will  keep 
them,  and  prefent  them  faultlefs  before  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  with  exceeding  joy  j  not- 
withstanding fatan,  the  accufer  of  the  brethren, 
has  accufed  them,  day  and  night,  before  God,  of 
crimes  which  they  never  committed* 

3.  And,  finally,  we  may  notice,  that  Chrift 
will  deliver  his  people,  at  death,  and  at  the  ref- 
urrecYion  of  the  juft,  out  of  all  evil.  "Many 
are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  but  the  Lord 
delivereth  them  out  of  them  all."  Pfalm  xxxiv. 
19.  At  death  all  their  fins  and  forrows  fhall 
ceafe,  and  they  fhall   go   to   that  world,   where 

C  the 
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the  wicked  mall  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the 
weary  are  at  reft. 

Death,  which  was  originally  inflicted  as  a 
curfe  upon  mankind,  and  which  is  now  a  curfe 
to  all  the  wicked,  is  turned  into  a  bleffing  to 
all  who  believe  in  Jefus  and  obey  his  gofpeh 
For,  it  opens  to  them  the  door  of  eternal  life. 
And  hence  it  is  written,  "  Precious  in  the  fight 
of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints."  Pfalm 
cxvi.  15.  And,  "BlefTed  are  the  dead,  who 
die  in  the  Lord  j  yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  for  they 
fhall  reft  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do 
follow  them." 

Thus  we  have  followed  the  chriftian,  through 
a  wildernefs  of  fnares  and  dangers,  and  through 
a  fea  of  troubles,  and  find  the  foul  wafted  to 
the  praife  of  God.  And*  O  how  inexprefiible 
the  joy,  and  how  full  of  glory,  when  the  ioul  can 
look  back  Upon  paft  toils  and  dangers,  and  find 
itfelf  fafely  ftanding  upon  the  Rock  of  Ages, 
and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  to  all  eternity  j 
having  the  aflurance  that  the  mortal  body  fhall 
be  railed  up  in  due  time,  and  fafhioned  like  un- 
to Chrift's  glorious  body* 


IMPROVEMENT. 

i.  We  learn  from  this  fubjecl,  that  out  of  ref- 
pec*t  to  the  love  of  God  in  giving  his  Son,  out  of 
refpedt  to  the  love  of  Chrift  in  taking  on  him 
fiefh  and  blood,  and  out  of  refpecT:  to  the  fal-* 
vation  of  our  own  fouls,  we  ought  immediately 
to  repent  of  all  our  fins,   and  Jo  believe   on   the 

Lord 
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Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  For  God  now  commands 
all  men,  every  where,  to  repent.  Chrift  freely 
invites  all,  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  to 
come  unto  him,  with  the  promife  that  they  fhall 
find  reft  to  their  fouls. 

2.  But  this  fubject  teaches  us,  that  whoever 
comes  to  Chrift  by  faith,  muft  expect  trials, 
temptations  and  fears  of  death,  while  they  live 
in  this  world.  For  the  moment  when  any  one 
commences  a  difciple  of  Chrift,  he  has  an  hoft 
of  enemies  againft  him.  For  if  he  efcapes  in 
any  meafure  the  fcourge  of  the  tongue  of  a  wick- 
ed world,  he  will  by  no  means  efcape  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  wicked  one.  If  he  cannot  drive 
the  people  of  God  to  defpair,  he  will  at  leaft 
worry  them,  and  fuggeft  a  multitude  of  perni- 
cious errors  to  their  minds,  and  urge  them,  con- 
trary to  their  own  renewed  mind,  to  believe 
them.  And  he  often  tempts  them  to  do  fome 
defperate  act,  in  order  to  bring  reproach  upon 
religion,  and  to  ruin  their  fouls,  though  he  is  noc 
able  to  prevail  againft  them.  For  Chrift  has 
promifed  to  every  true  believer,  faying,  "  Becaufe 
thou  haft  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  alio 
will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation, 
which  fhall  come  upon  ail  the  world,  to  try  them 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth."     Rev.  iii.  10. 

3.  Hence  we  are  taught  by  this  fubject,  that 
we  have  abundant  reafon  to  blefs  God,  that  he 
will  deliver  the  godly  out  of  all  evil.  And  in 
particular  the  cafe  now  before  us  muft  give  the 
friends  of  the  deceafed  ftrong  confolation  and 
occafion  of  thankfgiving  to  God,  that  he  has 
kept  the  perfon   from  utter   and   final   defpair, 
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But  a  few  perfons  have  had  their  eves  fo  opened 
to  fee  their  fins  and  unworthinefs  as  fhe  had,  un- 
der peculiar  weaknefs  of  body,  and  fore  tempta- 
tions of  the  adverfary  of  fouls,  Her  faith  and  pa- 
tience wa3  tried  to  the  utmolt.  But  the  precious 
foul  has  now  efcaped  from  this  prifon  of  clay, 
and,  we  have  reaion  to  believe,  from  the  reach 
of  her  accufer  and  burning  adverfary.  We  have 
good  hope  of  htr  happy  (late  j  but,  it  does  not 
become  us  pofitively  to  affert,  concerning  the  fu- 
ture (late  of  any  particular  perfon.  But  how- 
ever  it  may  be  with  her,  we  do  not  hefitate  to 
fay,  that  the  folitary  companion  of  the  deceafed 
is  powerfully  admonifhed  of  his  own  death,  by 
the  departure  of  the  dear  wife  of  his  youth,  and 
defire  of  his  eyes. 

Dear  Sir,  we  are  always  admonifhed  to  be 
alfo  ready  j  for  we  know  not  when  the  Son  of 
man  will  come.  But  in  a  cafe  like  yours,  when 
you  have  kan  a  part  of  yourfelf,  as  it  were,  ex- 
tinguished by  the  cold  blaft  of  death,  and  mud 
this  day  fee  that  once  lovely  form  let  down  into  the 
cold  and  filent  grave,  never  to  rife  till  the  heavens 
be  no  more,  you  cannot  be  unmoved  at  the  fight* 
You  muft  fee  it  to  be  mod  of  all  things  defirablee 
to  be  prepared  for  death.  Let  then  this  folemn 
fcene,  and  all  things  connected  with  it,  admon- 
ifh  you  of  your  great  and  laft  change.  Let  the 
advice  of  your  dying  companion,  while  fhe  had 
the  free  exercife  ofherreafon,  lie  with  weight 
on  your  mind,  and  influence  your  life.  For 
ilie  was  your  friend  and  the  friend  of  your  chil- 
dren. She  was  the  partner  of  your  joys  and  of 
your  forrows ;  (he  was  the  mother  of  your  chil- 
dren, 
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dren,  and  did  you  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days 
of  her  life,  fince  (he  lived  with  you  ;  and  there- 
fore fhe  would  not  advife  you  wrong  in  the  view 
of  death  and  of  the  judgment  day.  Her  advice 
ought  therefore  to  be  remembered.  And  may 
the  Lord  God  be  thy  fupport  and  the  fupporc 
of  thy  dear  little  motherlefs  children,  in  this  day 
of  your  trouble  and  forever. 

The  mother  of  the  deceafed  calls  for  our  fym- 
pathy. 

O  woman,  greatly  afflicted  by  the  repeated 
ftrokes  of  the  rod  of  the  Almighty.  Long  finer, 
God  has  made  you  a  folitary  widow,  by  remov- 
ing your  worthy  hufband,  to  die  out  of  your 
fight,  which  was  a  peculiar  grief  to  you.  And 
fince  that  time,  a  number  of  your  children  have 
been  removed  out  of  your  fight  by  death,  under 
peculiar  circumftances.  But  blefifed  be  God, 
that  you  have  no  occafion  to  mourn,  as  thofe 
who  have  no  hope.  Did  not  your  dear  child, 
who  lately  left  you,  requeft  you  not  to  mourn 
for  her,  when  ihe  had  her  reaion,  and  expreffed 
a  comfortable  hope  of  eternal  life  in  Jefus  thrift? 
May  thy  confolations  be  more  than  a  balance  for 
thy  forrows ;  and  may  God  be  thy  God,  thy 
hufband,  and  portion  forever.* 

"The  brethren  and  fillers  of  the  deceafed,  who 
have  had  repeated  premonitions  of  their  own 
death,  in  the  death  of  their  reverend  father,  and 
in  the  death  of  their  fitters,  fhould  be  careful  to 
hear  and  improve  the  calls  of  God  in  his  word 
and  providence.  Can  you  not  imagine,  as  if* 
your  dear  fillers  were  fpeaking  to  you  from   the 
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duft  of  the  earth,  faying,  O  my  brethren,  and 
O  my  fifters,  prepare  to  follow  us.  Repent  of 
all  your  fins,  believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift, 
and  ckoofe  the  Lord  for  the  portion  of  your 
fouls,  and  ye  Ihall  be  faved. 

And  let  us  all  take  warning  from  thefe  inftan- 
ces  of  mortality,  which  we  are  ofcen  called  to 
witnefs.  Ofcen  has  death  come  up  into  our 
windows,  and  removed  fome  beloved  object 
from  our  fight.  This  day  completes  a  year, 
Race  one  of  my  dear  children  was  entombed  in 
the  filent  grave,  who  had  funk  down  into  the 
waters  of  death  ! 

And  what  improvement  have  I  or  you  made 
of  thefe  folemn  and  mournful  events  !  Let  us, 
from  this  time  forward,  realize  that  time  is  fhorr, 
that  we  have  no  affurance  of  life,  and  that  we 
mud  all  give  an  account  unto  God.  And,  fince 
the  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand,  ler  us  be  fober 
and  watch  unto  prayer. 


NOTE, 
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N  O  t  E. 

The  mother  of  the  deccafed  is  the  widow  of 
the  late  Rev.  John  Page,  of  Hawke.  He  was 
feparated  from  his  wife  and  nine  children,  with 
the  fmall-pox,  and  died  January  29,  1782,  aged 
43  years.  And  fince  that  time  four  of  his 
daughters  have  deceafed,  each  one  leaving  a 
young  child,  not  exceeding  feven  months. 

Mrs.  Morfe  was  one  of  the  four,  all  of  whom 
died  with  the  confumption.  She  was  for  a 
number  of  years  confidered  by  her  mod  intimate 
friends,  as  a  pious  perfon,  and  in  her  laft:  ficknefs 
fhe  expreffed  to  her  hufband  and  to  her  mother 
an  aflurance  that  fhe  mould  die  in  a  few  days 
after  her  laft  child  was  born,  and  told  them  not 
to  mourn  for  her,  becaufe  lhe  had  a  comfortable 
hope  of  eternal  life. 

She  accordingly  died,  after  a  great  conflict 
with  temptations,  within  feventeen  days  of  the 
birth  of  her  laft:  child,  leaving  four  little  chil- 
dren, with  Mr.  Morfe,  to  lament  her  death,  in 
the  31ft  year  of  her  age. 


